
 
Honors English I Summer Assignment (to be completed during the summer and 
turned in on the first day of high school) 
 
1. Read Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. 
2. Complete reading journal. 
 
For each chapter you read or combination of chapters, write a paragraph (at least 5 sentences, well 
developed with good thought) in reaction to what you read. To react to reading means you tell what you 
thought about it. Do not merely summarize the plot. You can use the following sentence starters to help 
inspire you about what to say. You will be turning in approximately 10 paragraphs – combine some 
chapters to meet this goal: 
 
 * I liked it when… 
 * I did not like it when… 
 * I thought _____ was fair because… 
 * I thought _____ was unfair because… 
 * I was confused when… 
 * I was glad when… 
 * I was saddened when… 
 * I wonder why… 
               * I was surprised by… 
   
              (You can also come up with your own ways of starting. The items above are  
              suggestions.) 
 
When you are finished reading the book, please respond to five of the following questions in a single 
paragraph each. (1/2 of assignment grade) 

 
1.  What does Atticus mean when he tells Scout that it is a sin to kill a mockingbird? 
 
2.  Based upon your response to question 1, are there any characters who qualify as “mockingbirds” in the  
     story? Who are they, and why might they qualify as mockingbirds? Explain.  
 
3.  Explain two lessons that you think Harper Lee wanted readers to learn from this book.  
 
4.  When the kids go to Calpurnia’s church, what insights does Calpurnia reveal to the children?   
     Why do you think this part is significant to what is happening in the story? 
 
5.   When the group of men come to see Atticus when he is guarding Tom Robinson, why do you  
      think they were there?  What do you think would have happened if Scout, Jem, and Dill  
      had not arrived?  Why do the men leave?  
 
6.   How would you describe Atticus Finch as a father, a lawyer, a friend, and a man? What traits  
      and actions reveal his character? Give examples from the book to support why you describe  
      him the way you do.   
 
7.   Use the following chart to keep track of characters’ motives and  
 
Characters who represent justice 
in Maycomb 

Characters who know injustice 
exists in Maycomb but are 
unwilling to fight for fairness 

Characters who represent 
injustice in Maycomb 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


